










The project of establishing an 

independent bar in Afghanistan was 

initiated by ILAC in 2003. From the 

beginning, the International Bar 

Association has been the implementer 

of this project, with economic support 

from the Swedish Government. After 

several years of fruitful cooperation 

between resident IBA experts, the Afghan 

Ministry of Justice and civil society, 

this project took its most important 

step on 30 July 2008, with the formal 

inauguration of the Independent 

Afghan Bar Association (IABA). 

Both ILAC ś chair, Mr Paul Hoddinott, 

and the IBA President, Mr Fernando 

Pombo were present at the official 

inauguration ceremony in Kabul. 

IABA might well be the only bar 

association in the world with both 

compulsory pro bono requirements and 

a quota for women on the leadership 

and all committees. The new bar 

already has some 600 members around 

the country, of which 170 are women. 

     The development of an independent 

bar association in Afghanistan has 

met with considerable international 

attention. In his report 6 March 2008 to 

the  UN Security Council,  the United 

Nations Secretary General mentioned  

the Advocates Law as one of few 

positive developments in legal reform 

activities in Afghanistan. The law 

was also highlighted by the UN High 

Commissioner on Human Rights in her 

Annual Report on Afghanistan to the 

Human Rights Council on 21 

February 2008. And according to the 

London Times  “the creation of the 

country’s Bar Association, will, it 

is hoped, dramatically improve the 

position of rule of law in the war-torn 

nation” (18 Sep 2008).



ILAC ś activities in Haiti have in 2008 

primarily focused on establishing legal 

aid offices in the rural areas. At the end 

the year, there were ten such offices in 

operation around the country,  each 

staffed by two licensed lawyers and 

ten recent law graduates or law stu-

dents. These offices provide basic legal 

advice and assistance free of charge 

to a population, which until now has 

largely lacked access to any kind of legal 

services. Today large numbers of people 

are able to formalize family relations, 

to register ownership of their land and 

to have the assistance of a lawyer in 

criminal cases.  

The legal aid program today employs 

120 individuals. The program is ad-

ministered and coordinated by ILAC ś 

national office in the capital Port-au-

Prince. The local UN administration, 

MINUSTAH, plays an important 

role in the program by seconding the 

program coordinator and by providing 

much needed logistical services. The 

Organisation Internationale de la Fran-

cophonie (OIF) also plays an important 

role by providing basic legal libraries to 

the local legal aid offices.

     As an illustration of the success of 

this legal aid program, the government 

of Haiti has committed itself to a gradual

take-over of the costs of the program, 

beginning with a 20% contribution in 

2009, and then adding another 20 % 

each year, until the full funding will be 

born by the government. 

     Funding for the ILAC program in 

Haiti has until now been provided 

entirely by the Swedish International 

Development Cooperation Agency 

(Sida). This funding will be phased out 

in 2009, and ILAC is presently negotiat-

ing with the Canadian International 

Development Agency (CIDA) about a 

take-over of the funding until the Haitian 

government will have assumed full 

responsibility.

During 2008, ILAC has also continued 

its cooperation with the EU Committee 

against Terrorism (COTER). The project 

is being implemented by the ILAC 

member Magna Carta Institute, which 

is attached to the Faculty of Law at the 

Free University of Brussels. In June 

2008 Magna Carta organized a week-

long training session in Alger for 50 

Algerian judges, government officials, 

lawyers and police officers. The topic of 

the training was the international legal 

anti-terrorism frame work, and the 

particular problems that may arise in 

this type of investigations and trials, 

with a special focus on principles of due 

process and fair trial.

     The training in Alger was followed-

up with a week-long work-shop in 

Brussels in November, for the same 

target group. In addition to deepening 

the issues that had already been covered 

in Alger, the work-shop also focused on 

the judicial cooperation between EU 

and Algeria and gave the participants a 

possibility to experience first-hand the

workings of the Belgian judicial system 

in anti-terrorism cases. The work-shop 

also included a presentation of the work 

of the UNODC Terrorism Prevention 

Branch. It appears that this training 

and the personal contacts and 

exchanges  that came with the 

programme have served the purpose 

of a mutual building of trust and 

confidence. Thus, one result of the 

programme has been a three-year 

agreement between Algeria and the 

UNODC TPB on further cooperation in 

building anti-terrorism legal capacity in 

Algeria, with the continued assistance 

of ILAC member organization Magna 

Carta. 



At the end of 2007, the Liberian Chief 

Justice appointed a steering committee 

to oversee the development of a training 

institute for judges, prosecutors and 

lawyers. This committee, which is 

chaired by the deputy Chief Justice 

with the president of the bar as the 

vice-chair, includes local stakeholders 

and NGOs as well as members of 

the international community. ILAC 

has a seat on the committee, which 

has developed into an important 

coordinating mechanism for planning

projects and programs for the development 

of the Liberian judiciary. 

     In February 2008 ILAC organized 

and funded a study visit to the US 

for three members of the steering 

committee, including the chair and the 

vice-chair. 

The purpose of the visit was to expose 

the delegation to innovative judicial 

training methods and mechanisms in 

the US and to build contacts with US 

counterparts. 

     The James A.A. Pierre Judicial 

Institute (JAAP JI) was launched in 

June 2008 with a ceremony led by 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf. The 

launch included a workshop for judges 

at different levels. As part of  this 

workshop, the institute launched a 

Bench Book for Magistrates, which 

ILAC has initiated and produced 

together with the local UN administration, 

UNMIL, and ABA. The Bench Book 

represents an important step forward 

for the judiciary in Liberia, not only

because it will be a comprehensive 

guide for the 300 magistrates 

throughout the country and will be

used as the primary training tool at 

the institute, but also because of the 

inclusive process used in developing the 

book, in which judges at all levels have 

been involved.  

     The County Attorney Training 

Program that started in 2007 continued 

in 2008 with workshops being organized 

in different counties around the country. 

ILAC funds these training courses and 

runs them together with the Carter 

Centre and a US consulting firm.  

At the end of 2008, seven such courses 

had been held, with 20 prosecutors 

attending each course.

ILAC ś earlier programs in Iraq , which 

have been financed by  the governments 

of Sweden, and the U.K. and by the UN 

Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC), 

have concentrated on the training 

of judges and prosecutors. The UN 

Democracy Fund has in 2008 given 

ILAC a grant with the purpose of

extending this training also to Iraqi 

lawyers in private practice. The new 

training program will be carried out 

in cooperation between ILAC, IBA, the 

Japan Federation of Bar Associations 

and the CEELI Institute in Prague 

(which is affiliated with the American 

Bar Association), thus providing a

excellent example of the kind of 

coordination and cooperation, for 

which ILAC was created. The first such 

training will be held in Prague at the 

end of March 2009, with fifty Iraqi 

lawyers, to be flown in from Baghdad 

on a special charter flight.



Accountability and rule of law are corner- 

stones for peace and development. 

Yet, in many post-conflict environments, 

gender-based discrimination, inequality 

and violence, including rape, are 

widespread and practiced openly, with 

impunity. Despite some efforts to establish 

rule of law through legislation and 

international law, commitments to 

promote gender equality under the law 

often come to nothing more than rhetoric.

     Gender justice is not a different or 

special system of justice for women but 

a system that provides both women 

and men with real access to justice 

and promotes the full participation of 

both men and women in the justice 

sector – without which there can be 

no real development or genuine rule of 

law.  ILAC ś focus on women’s access to 

justice and women’s participation in the 

justice sector is in response to the

often extreme disadvantages women

currently face in accessing justice in

most post-conflict countries.  

     To address these issues, the Partners 

for Gender Justice, i.e UNDP, UNIFEM, 

ILAC, International Association of 

Women Judges and Brandeis University 

organized a conference in Accra, 

Ghana, 19-21 November 2008, with 

the title The Role of the Judiciary in 

Promoting Gender Justice in Africa. 

Financial support for the conference 

was provided by Sweden and UNDP. 

This conference, which was hosted by  

Ghana ś Chief Justice, Mrs Georgina 

Wood, brought together top-level  

judges from 25 conflict-affected African 

countries with the United Nations, 

regional and international experts, 

NGOs  and academia to discuss gender 

justice in Africa. The conference 

resulted in regional and local action 

plans to address gender justice issues 

facing the judiciary and affecting 

women’s access to justice. 

Future of Partners for Gender Justice
While the Partners for Gender Justice 

conferences and meetings have 

been valuable in bringing together  

participants from different countries 

and organizations to share experiences, 

challenges and best practices, national 

stakeholders have expressed their desire 

for support in taking what they have 

learned beyond the conferences:  to 

utilize the tools identified, to apply 

lessons learned in their own justice 

systems, and to continue south-south 

dialogue.  

Over the next two years, the Partners 

for Gender Justice have agreed to work 

to identify, connect and promote 

collaboration among key actors and 

resources to advance gender justice 

in conflict-affected environments; to 

advocate at the highest policy levels for 

prioritization of gender justice within

overall peace building and rule of law 

efforts; and to target West Africa, 

specifically Sierra Leone and Liberia, 

in order to intensify collaboration and 

cooperation among partners: 

government (judiciary, ministry of 

justice, ministry of gender), NGOs, 

donors, academia and international 

actors (United Nations, financial 

institutions and states). Until now, 

the administration of PGJ activities 

has been handled by ILAC. However, 

given the planned expansion of the 

PGJ, the partners have determined that 

a separate Partners for Gender Justice 

Secretariat can best carry out this 

expanded mandate and work is now 

under way for the establishment of such 

a secretariat.











ILAC was formally registered as a non-

profit association under Swedish law 

on 29 December 2001. ILAC began its 

operations, with office and staff, on 1 

September 2002.

     ILAC ś work during 2008 has 

consisted of legal development 

assistance to post-conflict countries 

and related activities.  These activities 

have primarily focused on Iraq, Haiti 

and Liberia.

     Regarding Iraq, ILAC, in cooperation 

with its member organizations 

International Bar Association, Japan 

Federation of Bar Associations and 

the CEELI Institute in Prague, has 

planned and secured financing for 

further courses for Iraqi lawyers in 

international criminal law and the 

international legal framework for civil 

and political rights. The first of these 

courses will be held in Prague at the 

end of March 2009, with funding from 

the UN Democracy Fund (UNDEF).

In Haiti ILAC ś activities have 

primarily focused on the development 

of a national program for legal aid to 

the rural poor.  By the end of 2008, this 

program employed 120 local lawyers 

in 10 offices around the country and 

a coordination office in the capital 

Port-au-Prince. The program has been 

widely appreciated, and the Haitian 

government has decided to gradually 

include the costs for the program in the 

government budget, beginning with 

20% in 2009, with an annual increase 

of 20%, with the objective that by 2014 

the legal aid program will be fully 

covered by the government budget.

     In Liberia, ILAC has provided expert 

advice to the Supreme Court on a 

continuous basis, the establishment of a 

judicial training institute and training 

for prosecutors in the country-side. 

      In October 2008, at the invitation 

of the local UN administration, ILAC 

visited the Democratic Republic of 

Congo in order to prepare for a regular

assessment mission, which took place 

during two weeks in February 2009.

     In addition to these country-based 

activities, ILAC has also arranged 

and participated in international 

conferences and other contact building 

activities within its field of expertise. 

For example, in November 2008, 

together with i.a. the Supreme Court 

of Ghana, UNDP and UNIFEM, 

ILAC organized a conference for high 

level African judges on the role of the 

judiciary in promoting gender equality. 

The conference was financed by the 

government of Sweden and UNDP.

     Besides the ILAC Head Office in 

Stockholm, ILAC had at the end of 

2008 branch offices also in Washington, 

London, Brussels and Lusaka as well as 

field offices in Haiti and Liberia. 

     By the end of 2008, the consortium 

consisted of 43 member organizations, 

representing all five continents and 

more than 3 million individual 

members. 

     During 2008, ILAC received 

financial support from the Swedish 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sida, 

UNDP, UNDEF, UNODC and IBA.

     The ILAC Council proposes that the 

economic surplus for 2008, SEK  59 315, 

is carried over into a new balance sheet. 

Regarding the financial status and 

result, please refer to the following 

accounts:












